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MASHILO CONDEMNS WOMEN ABUSE 
 

The recognition and honouring of women, particularly older people, should never cease and their 

empowerment agenda should live on. This as the Mpumalanga MEC for Human Settlements Mr. 

Speed Mashilo and Nkomazi Local Executive Mayor, Cllr. Phindile Magagula handed keys of a fully 

furnished house to gogo Emmah Mathenjwa (96) from Langeloop Village in Nkomazi. The handing 

over was part of the launch of Women’s Month under the theme: “Accelerating Socio-Economic 

Opportunities for Women’s Empowerment”. 

Receiving the house keys, Mathenjwa thanked the government for making her dream come true. “I 

am extremely grateful for this house; this day cannot be compared to any treasured moment in my 

life as my dignity is restored”, said Mathenjwa. She added that she is proud that her grandchildren 

shall live to enjoy the new home when she is long gone and the house will keep her memory alive. 

The Executive Mayor Cllr. Magagula, who appreciated the intervention, echoed her words of 

appreciation. “We are restoring her dignity and that of her family. Improving women’s lives has 

multiple benefits for the families, communities and our society as a whole,” said Magagula. She 

added that the Department should continue listening to the cries of the needy and not looking the 

other way. To this end, through its special programmes unit, the municipality has tailor-made 

programmes to assist people in need with the help of different stakeholders.  

Speaking at the handover, MEC Mashilo took the opportunity to denounce women abuse, for women 

play a fundamental role in their families and society; as such, they deserve our utmost respect and 

support. “Violations against women and children are a tragic reflection on our societal ills and the 

lack of moral string that seems to have infected it”, asserted Mashilo. He concluded by thanking the 

contractor for donating the furniture and going the extra mile installing butlers for gogo’s safety. The 

Women’s Month celebrations will continue throughout the province.  
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